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time to stop talking about this issue
and finally give working Americans an
overdue raise.

IRAQ

When the Senate completes its work
on the minimum wage—whether it is
tomorrow, the next day, next day, the
next day or next week—we are going to
move to Iraq, and that is a debate re-
garding the proposed plan by the Presi-
dent to escalate the conflict. We owe it
to our troops who serve bravely to have
a real debate about the way forward in
that war.

We are approaching 3,100 dead Amer-
ican soldiers. I was watching the
Lehrer ‘“‘NewsHour.” They show, in si-
lence, pictures of the soldiers who have
died in Iraq. They do it every few days.
I watched this Friday and was struck
by the number of women in this most
recent reporting of deaths who are pic-
tured there, who have been Kkilled.
They were not combat troops. They
were doing activities important to the
cause, such as driving vehicles. It is
hard to determine what is combat and
what is not combat. A helicopter went
down and women were in that heli-
copter. A helicopter went down yester-
day. I don’t know who was in it, but we
know two Americans were Kkilled. So
we have to have a debate about the
way forward in the war in Iraq.

In Washington, we hear a lot of rhet-
oric about how the upcoming congres-
sional debate emboldens our enemies.
To quote a headline that appeared in a
lot of newspapers, this particular one
was the Las Vegas Sun newspaper, it
said: Those who peddle such deceitful,
political talking points ‘‘need a lesson
in civics.”

As Mr. WARNER, the gentleman Sen-
ator from Virginia, has said in this de-
bate, Senators are ‘‘trying to exercise
the fundamental responsibilities of our
democracy.”

Critics of the war also need a lesson
in history. If history has taught us
anything, it is that our country is
strongest when all three branches of
Government function. Our country is
strongest when this legislative branch
is more than a rubberstamp. And, fi-
nally, our country is strongest when we
have real, meaningful debate on issues
of consequence on behalf of the Amer-
ican people.

There is no issue greater in con-
sequence than what is going on in Iraq.
To suggest that the former chairman of
the Armed Services Committee, a
former Secretary of the Navy, a former
marine, Senator JOHN WARNER, oOr
highly decorated Vietnam veteran
CHUCK HAGEL, who on the battlefields
of Vietnam saved his own brother’s
life, would take any action to under-
mine our troops and embolden the
enemy—of course not—to suggest such
is beneath any administration official
or Member of Congress, even though
they both tried it. I think they should
reexamine what they have said. It is
dangerous rhetoric, motivated more by
politics than events in Iraq.

These two men are examples of this
not emboldening the enemy but our

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

doing, as the legislative branch of Gov-
ernment, what we are obligated to do:
to talk about this conflict in Iraq.

We are in a hole in Iraq. Escalating
the war is deepening that hole. We need
to find a way out of that hole. Our
troops, most of all, need our help. They
need a policy that is worthy of their
heroic sacrifices. They don’t need hol-
low speeches or inflammatory rhetoric.
They don’t need a rubberstamp. They
need someone to ask the tough ques-
tions. They need a legislative branch
that will finally exercise its constitu-
tional responsibilities.

I, for one, am glad we have finally ar-
rived at this point where Congress is
exercising its power. We arrived here
because the American people demanded
Wwe exercise our power.

In his State of the Union Address, the
President asked Members of Congress
to give escalation a chance. But the
truth is, escalation is the same failed
President Bush policy that has already
run out of chances. The President has
escalated the war before, only to see
the same results: increasing chaos, in-
numerable costs, and a civil war that is
spinning out of control.

Is there a war in Iraq that is civil in
nature? Of course. A marketplace
where people came to buy pets, to sell
pets was blown to smithereens, snakes
crawling away from their cages. Chil-
dren taking tests were hit with a mor-
tar round over the weekend. And 600 in-
surgents were gathered in an orchard
where a battle that took 15 hours en-
sued over the weekend. Is there a civil
war? Of course, there is a civil war. Is
there chaos in Iraq? Of course, there is
chaos in Iraq.

The President knows how the Amer-
ican people feel. Generals Abizaid and
Casey, when asked whether this esca-
lation would be a good idea, told the
President ‘“‘no.” They were relieved of
duty. Prime Minister Maliki, speaking
face to face with the President, said:
Mr. President, get American troops out
of Baghdad. That is what the demo-
cratically elected Prime Minister of
Iraq told the President of the United
States. The Iraq Study Group has so
told the President. And now we are
going to have a bipartisan vote that
will tell the President the same.

There is no military solution in Iraq;
there are only political solutions in
Iraq. With the vote, which will eventu-
ally come, we will give the President
another chance to listen, listen to the
generals, listen to the Iraq Study
Group, listen to the American people,
and listen to a bipartisan Congress.

The stunning part of this is the peo-
ple of Iraq don’t want us there. Polls
show that 70 percent of the Iraqis be-
lieve Iraq would be better off if we were
out of there. So it is another chance to
listen and change course. That is what
we hope will be the outcome of our de-
bate. That will be the right result for
the Nation, for our strategic interests,
and for the troops.

We will work with my distinguished
friend, the Republican leader, to try to
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have something that is more under-
standable. The way things now stand,
if cloture is invoked tomorrow, this
matter can be played out, as I under-
stand the procedures here, until about
1 o’clock Friday morning and, if nec-
essary, we will do that. But hopefully
we can agree on a way to proceed
through this without those many votes
and arrive at a point where we can
come to some agreement as to how we
should proceed in a reasonable, logical
way, so everyone has their opportunity
to express views on Iraq. We have a
number of competing legislative mat-
ters we can vote on. It would seem to
me very likely it will take 60 votes to
pass anything, but at least if we set up
a responsible way to go forward, I
think it would be more meaningful to
the body and to the American people.

I know my friend, the Republican
leader, will work with me. We will try
to do the best we can for the body
itself; otherwise, we will work through
the rules of the Senate, which will get
us there but maybe not as quickly and
as conveniently.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE
REPUBLICAN LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader.

——
REPUBLICAN COOPERATION

Mr. MCCONNELL. Let me say to my
good friend, the majority leader, I
think we should be able to work our
way through some negotiations on the
Iraq matter that will allow us to con-
sider a variety of proposals that may
be forthcoming. With regard to the ad-
visability of doing any resolution at
all, I think the Washington Post basi-
cally had it right last week when they
said they found it curious that we
would confirm General Petraeus over-
whelmingly, which we did Friday, 81 to
nothing, and then turn around and pass
a resolution saying his mission, in our
judgment, has no chance of succeeding.

I hope at the end of the day such a
resolution will not be approved. Having
said that, I do think this is the last op-
portunity for the Iraqis to get it right.
They need to understand that even
those of us who are strong supporters
of the President believe this is it. This
is their chance to demonstrate that
they can function in this effort to quiet
the capital city of Baghdad so it can
become a place in which political com-
promise can in fact occur. It is very
difficult for that to happen when there
are daily car bombings.

With regard to the minimum wage,
let me indicate, Republicans made a
pledge at the start of this session to co-
operate and that is exactly what we
have done. We passed one strong bill
and we are about to pass another by
keeping that pledge. Two weeks ago
some of our colleagues on the other
side started to dispute our commit-
ment to cooperation over the ethics
and lobbying bill. One of my good
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